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Members of tbe Boston Medical Libkabv, Oub Ihvitkd Gukst», 
Ladies and Gentlemen: — By tlii; liberality of many citizens, womea as 
well as men, whose gifts we gratefully acknowledge, and by the free offerings 
of our professional brethren, we have erected tlna commodioua and safe deposi- 
tory for our medical library. It is with a peculiar feeling of thankfulness that 
I officially welcome here the [ihysicians of Boston and of New England. The 
object for which we have striven is bo vital to our welfare that a certain 
solemnity is appropriately mingled witli our gratitude. Over and over agab, 
iu these later years of tiuaucial prosperity, have we seen vast schemes of 
benevolence, of religion and of education begun and fioished promptly by the 
mmiiflcence of a single wealthy citizen. Such lias not 1>een our good fortune. 
We have received but one large gift and that from a lady who wishes to 
remain unknown. 

" Inter tedia et laborer," literally, have the doctors toiled to make this 
librury and to give it a safe and snitable building. Our librarian will detail 
to you, as he alone can do, tlie long years of effort by which fae has rused 
this to the fourth place among the medical librarieB of this country. 

It is my simple duty to welcome you here, and to recount, briefly, the 
importance and the advantages of our work. 

A medical library is peculiar in that it must also be a contemporary and 
a periodical library. The present is even more valuable to it than the past, 
although the records of the past are iuestimable. It has been well said that 
the burning of the library of Alexandria set civilization back through all the 
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ctmturiiiM of the Middle Agea. So, were all reconk of mediune blotted out, 
lliLi iioxl {{enorutioii of doctors would begin us childreu over again. What 
hu« lu'eii iii»coviiri>d liiu Iweii recorded, und were that lost, homanity would 
txi reduaod to tho rough medical practice of the savage. Tt is imposBible to 
■ot a mouoy value on miHliunt science, and without the re^orde of science, 
tlierii would bit no medical art. Were anatomy, physiology and pathology 
loitti wu dhoiild be grojung in the first footsteps of ignorance. Were the 
hl»U>ry of alt diacuutiH, rocordod in our Ixioks, destroyed, we should be only 
ehllilreu ■« iiluervera. But to the younger doctors who liaten to me it will 
Hppi'ar that the primeiit In all Jmpurtaut. And if we were suddenly deprived 
uf tlm knowledgn actiuiriMl in the lust fifty, twenty, or even ten years, what a 
ulianitn would <!<)m« over medicine I Anesthesia, an Usepsis and bacteriology 
HMi now the pnranmnut fnctors of all our progress. And the peculiarity 
ul till* iiHioitw ot knowledgo is that it is ephemeral ; it lives but a day ; it is 
nut Itwl, but it* Mfld* genninatv in new discoveries the next day. What we 
know lotlay may bit otisolet^i tomorrow, simply because it is subject to daily 
llivoitlgntlnu and tially modllluatlon. 

TliU form of knowledge reijuireH an ephemeral literature to record it. 
Till' niontlily, tlin weekly iMirlodicHls nupply this knowledge. Hence the \m- 
|i>iil>iiii>i< of a pui'liHlloul library in medicine. Mure than five hundred such 
I'lil'lKolion* urn taken here: roa<l here; preserved here in files. This, then, 
iioiisllluloi a moil VKluabln part of our library. 

'I'll alliiw the liuay <loctor and the student an opportunity to nse this 
kmiwlnilKv, it must Iw mudcri'd itocessiblo in commodious and quiet rooms, 
lor ruudlnj), wrillng. KXeerptiiit;. In our tine halls we can now oSer the 
wUdiiui ut tliu older autliont, and tlie discoveries of almost every hospital and 
iillulii and selmol In tlm world. S)><»cial subji>ct8 can be searched and ex- 
liaiistnil I and Ihu hurrlod doctor can drop in for half an hour and find the 
(ai>U li« li in *mr«li ot, tpnedily and surtdy. 

This i> nut all our funeUon. A meeting house for physicians is also 
boiii pniviiUil ( a miMleal cvniro, where professional intercourBe will be aided 
by soohtl lealuros aUo. 

1 Uuliuve that llie future Inllui'ni'u of this Iloston Medical Library on 
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the doctors of New Englanil will be bej'ond computation, in advaacing science, 
softening prejudices and modifying opiniona. 

In 1874 six physicians met in the office of the late Dr. Henry I. Bow- 
ditch, and laid tite foundation oE this library oaaociittiou. Three of theae 
gentlemen atill serve us; Dr. F. I. Knight, as vice president; Dr. 0. F. 
Wadsworth, as clerk ; Dr. James R. Chadwick, as librarian. We may fittingly 
recall, also, that our aHsistant librarian. Dr. Edwin H. Brigham, is still in 
charge ; having faithfully tilled that office since 187.5. Mrs. Collins, our cata- 
loguer, baa served us well for twenty-two yeara. Such permanence and relia- 
bility have been great helps in our progress. In 1877 an act of incorporation 
was obtained. TweWe of the fourteen original incorporators survive. We 
have lost three presidents by death: Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes, presiding 
from 1875 to 1888; Dr. Hodges, presiding from 1888 to 1890; Dr. Minot, 
presiding from 1890 to 1896. 

A quarter of a century has elapsed, and we have moved from Hamilton 
Place to Boylston Place, and thence, here. In this chaste and appropriate 
edifice we now are domiciled. That it is ao well constructed we owe to the 
good taste of the architects, Messrs. Shaw & Ilunnewell, aided by the sag- 
gestiona and the oversight of our building committee, Drs. J. Collins Warren, 
■J. R. Chadwick, Farrar C. Cobb. It is a noteworthy fact that we have com- 
pleted our building for less than the estimated cost. This is unusual ; and 
we owe it largely to the prudent management and practical knowledge of Dr. 
Farrar Cobb, whose experience in building a large hospital has well served 
him and us. 

The young men in our ranks have pushed us on, and furuished that 
spur of enthusiasm wliich conservative age sometimes lucks. We owe also 
much of our financial success to the tact of our committee to solicit sub- 
scriptions, of which Dr. John Homaus, 2d, ia chairman. I consider that we 
have made a financial success, because we have collected by subscription 
about $73,000. 

We have paid out $125,000; and $15,000 will complete our building 
and furnishing; thus bringing the total coat up to rising £140,000. Sixty- 
aeven thousand dollara are still due ; but we hare 325,000 to meet this, ia 




land we own, unBold, leaving a lialance of debt of $42,000. We have mort- 
gaged this library, buildiog and land, for $60,000. 

Our younger members have geoeroualy guaranteed the intereBt on 
$25,000 for five yeara. Aiid this leaves us a yearly burden of interest of 
about Sl.OOO. We are not so badly off then. Fifty thousand dollars would 
clear ii8 of debt. 

Bwt looking forward to the future we need an endowment to buy books. 
Many physicians have given uh their libraries ; others will do so as time goes 
on. But we need modern contemporary books. We ought to have on our 
shelves every modern treatise and textbook, in English, French or German, 
as soon as published; medical studenU and doctors alike need this. We 
need a fund with a yearly income to enable us to receive students freely ; to 
give them a room to themselves. We want students to come here as well bb 
doctors, and we want to be able to give them good facilitiea for study. 

Our hall for business meetings has been beaatifully fitted up in memory 
of Dr. Richard Sprague, by his mother and by the Hon. C. F. Sprague. 
Mrs. Fifield, the widow of our late genial associate, has furnished a room, 
as a memorial. Holmes Hall speaks for itself. I need not describe its excel- 
lence. Would tliat some one might decorate and furnish the halt we occupy 
this evening. From the walls of Holmes Hall, from other rooms, look down 
upon us the portraits of many of our medical forefathers and teachers : The 
Warrens, Bigelows, Jacksona. llomans, Shattucks, Wymans, Bowditchs, 
Cabots, Putiiams, Storer, Ellis, Buukinghaui, Holmes ! How can I cesse the 
enumeration ? These were scholarly doctors. We need to continue this 
patrician Gem. Science enlightens, but does not wholly satisfy ; the humani- 
ties in education soften manners, nor allow them to be harsh. 

The moral effect produced on tlie patient and the community by the 
learned, as well as gentlemanly, physician, is great and wholesome. Let the 
doctor cultivate books, and let the influence of this library help him to do so. 

It is now my privilege to introduce Co you our librarian. If any one 
man were named who hud collected and ci'euted our library, it is he. He is a 
bibliophile, who travels over Europe with a list of missing numbers always 
m his pockets. Persistent as the bee, he never comes home without honey. 
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" HoriE periunl et impulantur," " The hours periah and you must 
account for them." These words, taken from the Bun-dial at Oxford Uiii- 
versily, seem to express the gentiment with which you give me your attentiou 
today, when I speak to you, felIow-aHSociat«B, in the name of the governing 
body of this library. Hours huve lengthened into days, days into years, and 
yeajB have spaoued the (juarter of a century, since you laid upon our shoulders 
the burden of creating and buildiug up a library to meet the waats of our 
profession in this community. Alost of ua have become silverit^s in the 
process of time and regard the ratio of sixteen to one as very moderate. A 
few are in position to follow thu example of a friend of mine, who has 
discarded a brush and comb from hia toilet set and claims that all ho needs to 
do in the morning is to dust off the top of his head. A few, happily but 
few, of our early collaborators have fallen by the wayside and are no longer 
with us today to enjoy the full consummation of their efforts. I camiot 
mention them all; you know them — the impetuous, high-minded Bowditch, 
the beneficent Shattuck, the quiet, persistant Ellis, the sturdy Buckingham, 
the erudite Fifield, that dazzling genius Bigelow, and among the younger menr 
the scholarly Curtis, the wise Hooper, the wholehearted, witty Wiggles- 
Last to be mentioned, but first in all your minds today, is he who lent us 
the prestige of his name at the inception of our undertaking — Oliver Wendell 
Holmes, our first president, litterateur, poet, wit, and for thirty.five years 
professor of anatomy at the Harvard Medical School. Our debt to bim can 
never be paid, but we intend to keep it alive in our memory by dedicating 
to him our principal reading room, to be known through all time as Holmes 
Hall. His bnst in bronze, a replica of that made by R. E. Brooks for the 
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BoBton Public Library, looks down upon us from over the mantlepiece at- 
one end, hia portrait by Billinga at the other. We have many raementoeH 
of him scattered through the hall ; the lalch of the house in which he was 
born ; the earliest knowu portrait of him, a daguerrotype taken by Whipple 
& Uawea about 1845 ; hia fist cast iu brouze for me by the sculptor, T. H. 
Bartlett, with regard to which the latter tella an amusiug and characteristic 
story. Wheu Dr. Holmes was asked if he would hold a pen while the mould 
waa being made, he said, "No," doubling up his tist like a prize Hghter's. 
" Take it tliat way, which does not show the wrinkles of old age, does it ? " 
His medical library of nearly 1,000 volumes, including many superb tomes 
of anatomical plates iu which he took the keenest delight, will there find a 
suitable abiding place in accordance with hb dying bequest in 1894. 
In his poem " To the Portrait of a Lady " he says ; 

" 1 Ion aweat fwtares ; I will own 

That I should Kks iii;nll 
To see mf poitnit on a wall, 

Or biut upon a shelf ; 
But Nature sometimes makes us up 

or such sad odds «ad eods, 
It real I J might be quite as well 

Boshed up amoog one's [[lends." 

His wish ia gratified by us, his friends. 

Happily, some of us, men of 75, survive to enjoy th« pleasure of this 
moment, when we welcome you to the regal abode which your bounty has 
provided, in recognition of the library which our labors have brought to- 
gether. 

" The longest life " is said to be " a parcel of moments," so the largest 
library is but aa aggregation of individual books. Exclusive of duplicates 
for home circulation, we have today upon our shelves about 33,000 volumes 
and 30,000 pamphlets ; yet these figures give but a partial idea of our 
resources. To make this more clear I must bring to your minds the change 
which time has brought about in the literature of medicine. Without dwelling 
upon the ponderous tomes in which was buried the medical lore of the early 




ceuturies after the discovery of priatiog, which your orator and president of 
twenty-two yean ago dilated upon ao learnedly and bo wittily, I would ask 
yuu to come with me for a moment into the market place of Venice in the 
early part of the aixleenth century to acaii a document, written in a legible 
hand, posted there and elsewhere in the city, for the perusal of those merchants 
who chose to pay a gazselta for the privilege. You would find that it gave 
the news brought back to Venice by some one of its adventurous captains, 
who had strayed beyond the limits deRncd iu his rude chart, and made 
another land discovery in tlie far West or the far South. " The arrival of 
the ship in the Adriatic, the contents of its cargo, the price of commodities 
abroad, together with some account of a newly discovered island, its wonder- 
ful people and marvellous products woidd form the staple of the uews^heet of 
the hour." 

When in 1536 the Venetian posseasions iu the East were attacked by the 
Turks, the first regular monthly journal was established by the government 
to supply Dews from the fleet, and men were paid to read the particulars at 
the principal points of the city, but no sheets were issued except such as were 
sanctioned by the Doge and his council. The officials were so jealous of the 
printing press, however, that it was nearly fifty years after this time that the 
first printed newspaper was published iu the city and dispersed every mouth 
into most parts of Christendom. 

It is probitbly true, as claimed by the Germans, that their nation was the 
first to actually publish a printed newspaper, a certain Relation, which 
appeared in Strassburg, fifty-two numbers of which, dating from the year 
1609, are preserved in Heidelberg. "Vhe Frankfurt Journal v/a» not published 
until 1615; the first English paper, the Weeilff Newi, iu 1623; the first 
French journal in 1630. 

Be that us it may, the now universal Gazette is seen to have come from 
ihe small coin originally paid for the perusal of its manuscript predecessor. 
From this modest beginning has developed the enorrooos mass of periodicals 
which characterize the literature of medicine and most other branches of 
e at the present day. In medicine the greater part of this change has 
taken place in the nineteenth ceptnry. 



Wheu Hix of ua young men met on December 21, 1874, to discuss the 
possibility of fouodtiig this lllirary, aud wheu we actually did found it on 
Anguat 20, 1875, we were fully cognizant of this change that waa rapidly 
takiog place in the character of medical literature ; we Imew that the era of 
theories and systems in medicine was being pulverized into nothinguess by 
the nccumulation of crude facts aud that these facts were to be found chietty 
in periodical literature. Periodicals were then increasing at so rapid a rate 
that few private individuals could afford to obtain, or even give, them shelf 
room. 

We did not at that time foresee that this difficulty was to be increased 
a hundredfold, not merely by the multiplication of individual periodicals — 
great as that might become — but by the publication of a colossal index to 
all previous medical literature, including every article in every one of tlie 
numerous periodicals. 

In 187il the library of the Surgeon-General's Office in Washington, under 
the charge of an army surgeon, Dr. John S. Billings (whose presence here 
today is a fresh manifestation of his warm interest in our library), began the 
publication of an index catalogue of its collections, which comprised practically 
all medical literature up to that date. The first series of sixteen volumes, 
quarto, was completed in 1895 ; the new series, comprising accessions since 
the publication of the first series, lias already reachwl tlie fiftli volume. 

Its value to medical scholars is inestimable, superseding, as it does, all 
the time-wasting labor that used to be expended in bibliographical research. 
By its aid we obtain a reference to every rare case that has been recorded 
since printing was discovered in A. D. 1450. But by indexing the articles 
and reports of coses in every periodical, past and present, obscure and famous, 
this catalogue has immeusely extended the scope of medical research and 
created a demand for an array of hooks, and especially of periodicals, that 
is simply appalling. 

[ have dwelt at some length on this peculiarity of the medical literature 
of the present day that you might understand why it has been the constant 
aim of your librarian, during the past twenty-live years, to complete the files 
of all the important periodicals. His efforts have l>eeii attended with such 
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mccees, despite the small funds at his disposal, that more tlian half of the 
volumes upon our shelves belong lo that category. We are able to supply 
about seven-eighths of all the references to current literature demanded by 
our readers, even though they avail themselves of this great uaiversal 

It may pertinently be asked how our association, with practically no 
iiivesteil funds, has been able to achieve such results in the accumulation of 
books ; for the table of curves suspended above me shows that in twenty-tivo 
years we have been able to outstrip many of the libraries which aiilodate 
us by many years in their foundation. Our library is alwady the fourth in 
size in the country, being eaceeded only by tiiat of the Surgpon -Hen oral'* 
Office in Washington, that of the College of Physicians in Philadolphia. 
and that of the Academy of Medicine in New York. 

I will tell you briefly. In the first place, we were fortunate enough to 
secure, at the onset, die custodianship oE the libraries of all tlie «oci<'lit*» 
pre-existing ui the city. In the second place, most liberal contributions wure 
made to us by many private individuals. In the third place, llio oomplnt*- 
nesa of our files of journals and transactions I fttlrihuto largi'ly to the pxisleuc* 
of the volume which I hold in my hand, my " want l»ok." wherein, upon 
the left-hand page, is entered every periodical of which wo haw any part, 
while on the opposite page is entered every volume or number nnwlwl to com- 
plete the file of that particular journal. By invariably carrying thi» with m.' 
upon my travels in this country and Europe, I havn l>o^^n able gnwlually, at 
a (rifling expenditure of money, to complete the flln« of all the leading pen- 
odicak of the world. 1 submit this to your spooini attention if you wish to 
know how to build np a medical library with praolicjdly no funds for Uie 
purchase of books. 

So much for our accomplishment in the chief purpose for which we were 
brought into being. In some otlier ways we are making ourselves of use 
to the profession and to the community. For over twenty years we have 
been conducting a Directory for Nurses, which has been of immense value in 
putting, at the shortest possible notice, the nurses of the Sute into communi- 
cation with the physidans and their padents who wUh to secure their ser- 



vices. iQcideiiUiUy we Imve bceu able to raise the Btimdard of imrsiiig bj 
putting a premium apoa competence anil traiaing. 

We have addeil to the ameiuties of professional life by supplying Buituble 
halls for the meetings of the various medical societies and by hanging upon 
our walls the portraits of past worthies. 

WithJD the past month we have received from Dr. Horatio R. Storer, 
of Newport, R. I., formerly of BostoD, the gift of a most remarkable col- 
lection of medical medals, numbering '2,300 pieces. Only two other colleo- 
lions exist in the world at all commensurate with this, that of Dr. Joseph 
Brettaur, of Trieste, and that belonging to the library of the Surgeon- 
General'B Office in Washington. Of the sii other groat collections that 
have been formed during the past two centuries, all have been scattered 
except that of Rueppelli, which was bequeathed to the Sunken be rgiscbe 
Gesellschaft of Frankfort. Considered either from its historic interest, its 
esthetic merits, or its pecuniary value, I consider this gift sh the most note- 
worthy that this association has thus far received. It is to be known as the 
Storer CoUecUon of Medical Meilals in memory of Dr. D. Humphreys 
Storer, the father of the donor, and is to be in charge of a son of the donor, 
Dr. Malcolm Storer, an accomplished numismatist. 

We have a collection of many thousand autograph letters of past and 
present medical writers and practitioners, only awaiting the appearance of a 
custodian with time and enthusiasm to classify them and thus make them 
available to students of history at its original sources. 

To recapitulate briefly : We started in, twenty-five years ago, with the 
one purpose of supplying the needs of the medical profession iu the way of 
literature properly catalogued and otherwise made available to all students. 
The gift of this spacious building from the profession of this city is the l>est 
evidence that we have achieved our purpose. Shall we rest contented with 
the laurels which we have won ? I venture to hope not. I think that we 
acted wisely in limiting the expenditure of our energies and of our money 
to the one purpose of building up a library, so long as that was llie one 
thing most needed in the city. Now that we have secured tiie library and the 
best etjuipped building in the country in which to store it, we may properly 
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consiiler whether the time has not come to enlarge the scope o! our functions 
by iMBiiming the rdle of a society iu addition to that of a library. 

A rich merchant of Athena gave the use of his house and gardens 
on the outskirts of that city to several philosophic friends for the site of their 
reunions. There Plato instructed his numerous disciples. This place was 
called " Academy " from the name of the owner, Academus. Cicero gave the 
ML&ke name to his country place near the lake of Averuus and devoted it to 
the same purpose. Now that we have a similar spacious domicile, surrounded 
by gardens, which we owe to the munificence of the city, I would propose 
that we follow the example of our remote ancestors and invite our philosophic 
brethren to hold their reunions in our halls, not as guests merely, but as 
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integral parts of our associati( 
the obligations of an academy. 

It is not merely on account of the archeological parallel, < 
fancy thus plays, that I make this proposition to extend so 
sphere of our activity. I have watched tor many years the cai 
institutions in other cities and have come to believe that the 
the double attributes of a library and a society much more than doubles 
the usefnineas of the institution. 'ITie authority and prestige enjoyed in their 
respective cities by the Academy of Medicine in New York, and the College 
of Physicians in Philadelphia, have no analogue in Boston. I remember 
being greatly impressed with this lack of an authoritative body of medical 
men in our midst when I was reading many years ago of the spread of a 
yellow-fever epidemic. The question of a quarantine against it was under 
diacuHsion in Philadelphia by the State and city authorities, who referred the 
whole subject to the College of Physicians, which appointed from its numbers 
a committee of e^sperts whose report was accepted by the government as final 
and its recommendations carried out. I could not help thinking at the time 
that had our State and City Boards of Health, in which we take justifiable 
pride, needed guidance, or even the support of popular opinion, in such an 
emergency, they would not have known to what Iwdy of medical men they 
could appeal with the assurance that the public woidd recogni«e that body 
as authoritative. Apart from this important role, which we have a chance 
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iitf ffll« our nf}W \miUVtut( n'tll t^hithU^ uu Ut /l<ry«;l//p i\w. i^tcul ia4fr«! At 
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4<.^Mrf« from our oni^rittl ii*fj:i*\ft$t* nrf/) l>ii/l ti\Httt luom utalvrart 

V»VI'i4rfl of aCCOI|lpiii*liffl|/ lU*. I>»M/ f |i>»rt 'rf *rtlt tlltutllt* 

** And fk witfi All M»A i/iM^'A* IV* «»ri#i« fl)lA/i« 
Yoiinx fAAff w}tf0nA g*.hhft,f§^ t»A«f u urn tHmllnx ^lf(kf 

We Wh/» lir«i M/| »ff/| N#M utrfmf t/r «1lft, 

SaluUi yoti , h«H (r/m , ^nkm pntif UhwU 111 oil re, 

And nrowfi jron wirh /fnp irAi//rf#i<i ii« with llownni! 

" How beaiiMfiil \m ftmilt ^ Uow htifcUi It KlAHirin 
With lllniilonft. nMjf\fniUtum. tUninit*^ 
Book of iUtK\nn\ttf[». nUttf wUhhni nnti. 
Each maid a hftrriin*, an/I am/ h mafi a frliindt 
Aladdin'i lAmp and f^rrrlimMfu*' I'liraHi 
That holdi th« trAafnirM of ihn f/ntvare«t 
All poMlbllltlM am In lU liandn. 
No daof^er daanta lt;« and n/» t*m wlili«Und«; 
In its Bubllme aadai^Uy nf falrli. 
' Be thou remoTed I ' It Ut tlm inonntaln nalth, 
And with ADdaclona feet, aefiirfi and proud, 
Aacende the ladder leanlnK on ili#i rlond ! '* 
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Pkbudestt Chcetkb: We bope to aiAk«f :hi5 SuLMIq^ the iKrtuAUc^n: 
id the MMiarhnifm Medical Socieiv. The cohesive du>l cvni^'rv:i::ve 

m 

loree of oar pncat oigBniTitiop u well reprv^seuci^d ia it> prtrsiUenc — iho 

ij I DOC Mj, of New England. 



RBiiARgg BY F. W. DRAPEEU M.D.. 



It is a oongenial official doty, Mr. President, and an enviable (vrs^Mial 
bonor, to retpond to jour call, and, in the name of the Massachusetts Mtnlioal 
Sodetjr, to swell the choros of congratulatious which this iHva>iim inspires. 
To one who has watched the evolution of this Mtnlical Lihnirv innn its 
liaginning |o its present moment, this jubilee is as appn^priate as it is siH>n- 
taiifioiis. I recall the modest but hopeful way in which the library In'gan its 
househeeping in Hamilton Place. I reniemlter in what an ineriHlibly short 
time it burst its bounds, becoming so me^aloclieirous tliat all iKHtks in si«;ht 
were gathered in ; the result of this benevolent assimilation, this rapid expan- 
sioDy was its removal to other and larger premises, llow it has grown and 
prospered there, how it has faithfully fultilliHl its mission, under somewhat 
tiTing conations, while in that diverticulum of hidden dangers, that Holio- 
mian midway pleasance, Boylston Place, you can all remomlnT. 

And now, following the westward example of every correct imperial 
eoarse, it has made its second migration and has come here to what wo may 
believe is its permanent home. And when we contemplate that home, its 
faultless architecture, its picturesque and dignified environment, its ample 
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«|i|iiiliiliiii>ri1a, It in rosy to join iu expreBsionii of gratiiictttiou and to congratu- 
liilti iliii lllirury uorpurutiuit ujioti this auspicious aud luost satisfactor; 
iiiillliiVi'iiiniiL. Iliiro tlid niHiiy thuuEOiid books which comprise this library 
llHtn M l1l'Mii|f ilimiiojlp, and oiio cuu almost hear them say, one to auotber, as 
l)it>y i>i>llln tliKiuxdvea contentedly in their permanent aurl burmoniouB 
|i1hi<i» Mil (li« «hi<lvei, " Isn't this restful ? Isn't this comfort? " Here the 
liil*y liiHii III itnlivK praetlco can quickly find just the help ht wonts to lake 
lilm iiviir III* lOliiIiiiU lUllluiilties. Here the scholarly lover of good Iwoka cnn 
liriiw«i> Hi 111* lolaurti ill tha well-tilled, overproductive Gelds of medical literK- 
Illl'Ui llm'o lliit ilili({i'i>t iit^ukur for facts liuds ia die tiles of currenl me<lical 
JiiiII'IihUi iJiiMiKi'i'il in ihla storuhoase from all purta of the world, the latest 
I'ltlHil'it ii[ ruidiirnii UkI oliocrvftdon. Here tht? ambitious undergraduate stu- 
iltillt iiF liii»llolllt<, iM([tir for knowledge, satisfiea Lis lon^ug. 

Ami. (Iiuiii lllt'i'o U HUOtUer way in which this library meets the 
llxUiU ol mpilli'Ml liiKli niid appeals to their gratitude. I know of nothing 
i||llUi «ii ili<)ivi<i*lliu III tliP experience of a sensitive phjsidan as the abso- 
llHuly liUMClittM way lii whinh his tried aud trufit«d friends, the books in his 
H)ii)tlUttl lllimi'y, iii'ii hunllwl and forced to the rear by new and strenuous 
iMIIttlilH^* fxi' fitviii'. 'I'lii'KU old(5r familiar guides and counsellors of his, 
ivliuill Im ItNi lovuil anil In whom ho has confided, roust be pushed aside to 
HIHku tMIIIII (iir Dtp Im^u'I- piililidulion ) senile obsolescence claims them as its 
vtuMHI* Wttllt' llmj HI'" yt yimiijt. Something of the same sort is seen in the 
I'Hlillll.I tlllivlltjl |iri»'pwliiii lit imw uiid revised editions of the standard workb. 
\)<ll Infill III ||i>l' iti<i'il*l<iiiiiiit Ml Ur. Osier's classic volume when his second 
i^lllMUIt klliinhii lit llli' ilnoi' Hiid iiinkN admission, and this has liordly settled 
III III idnnti mill iHtimiiii' ii><i|iiitli<l«d with its neighbors when the third edition 
l< milimiiiin'il- Atii) ■» ll It*"* wlHi all tlip writers whom we recogniKe as the 
li'Millim nnlhiirUU'»i TIlB ili'timml fur imw wUtions is good proof of the ad- 
ViiliOK id IiiihIIi>Iiiii, lillt U iKiiiilnw an nlf^rt brain aud a plethoric purse to do 
II Jii>l|i>i>. Tint* U )tH|i)ii>lii that mu«t private libraries of moilicul books, 
UiiliiiinliiK III iiliytiitlnii* III liilildlo lifr, conUin many volumes too old to lie 
lUi'dlli) IHtMlmn mill llt'l iiM "inmdli t" Iw valunble'on tliat account. And 
U l> llHI'W )1l>«l iIk' M».II»hI l.lbrfll'y In HiI" buildii.g will help us ; iK-canse, for 




the modest annual assessment, every member can have the benefit of the 

t thing in medical literature, either in original works or in new edi- 

. And this is a very obvious advantage. 

The rcaeons why the Massachusetts Medical Society should take special 
1 the Medical Liijrary are plain. In all its century and more of 
organized life, our venerable but ever vigorous State medical fellowship has 
been the cousisteut patron of sound medical literature, the Eealoiia advocate 
of the best in medical education, the cordial exponent of medical progress ; 
and in all theje relations it is iu closest sympathy witli the fundamental 
spirit and purpose of this library. I would remind you, too, that the mem- 
bership of this institution is largely composed of Fellows of the Massachusetts 
Medical Society ; that its entire administration lias been in their hands, 
and that the successful development and nurture of it have been under their 
guidance and control. It is not surprising, then, that the Massachusetts 
Medical Society takes an interest in this consummation of an enterprise 
which you, sir, and your associates have accomplished. Aud it is eutirely 
proper that it should add its laurel wreath of special appreciation as a 
tribute to tlie man whom Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes once described as llie 
" untiring, imperturbable, tenacious, irrepressible, all-subduiug agitator, who 
neither rested nor let others rest until the success of the library project 
was assured." The description fits Dr. Chadwick today as accurately as it 
did in 1878. 

I must not forget to allude to another and very intimate relationship 
wliich the library sustains towards the society, the relationslup of lanrllord 
aud tenant, continuing under tliis roof an association which has been mutually 
satisfactory for many years ; aud I am glad to have tbis opportunity to make 
public ackngwleilgment of the lil>eral aud altogether acceptable manner in 
which tlie tenant's needs have been met. As time goes by, these large aud 
attractive halls will be the scene of meetings and of conferences representiug 
the best thought of tlie medical men of tliis community. More than that — 
here will be found the very centre and focus of our highest medical interests, 
the home of our medical sodality, where the ruat of exclusiveness and 
reserve will be rubbed away by social contact with our fellows, and where we 
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may cultivate mutual respect and courtesy, taking counsel together and stand- 
ing together for tlie highest good of our profession. 

These are some of the considerations, Mr. President, which not only 
innpire gratitude and congratulation, but awaken the most cordial hope that 
the library will have increasing prosperity through all its future ; that it will 
1m! an imi)ortant factor in promoting the progress of medicine in this city, 
tlicre is not a shadow of doubt. 




Profettor tif Mtdi 



Hopkiai Unireriili 



Those of tia from other dtiea who brinjj cougratulaUona [hie eveniog can 
hardly escape the tingtinga of envy when we see this aoble treasure house ; 
but in my own case the bitter waters of jeatouay which rise in my soul are at 
once diverted by two strong sensations. In the Hrst place I have a feeling 
of lively gratitude towards this library. In 1ST6 as a youngster interested 
in certain clinical subjects to which I could find no reference in our library 
at UcGill, I came to Boaloii, and I here found what I wanted, aud 1 found 
moreover a cordial welcome and many friends. It was a small matter I was 
6e«king, but I wished to make it as complete as possible, and I have always 
felt that this library helped me to a good start. It has always been such 
a pleasure in recurring visits to the library to find Dr. Brigham in charge, 
with the same kindly interest in visitors that he showed a quarter of a 
century ago. But the feeling which absorbs all others is one of deep satis- 
faction that our friend, Dr. Chadwick, has at last seen fulfilled the desire of 
his eyes. To few is given the tenacity of will which eoablas a man to 
pursue a cherished purpose through a quarter of a century — " Ohne Hatt, 
aher ohne Rait" ('tis his favorite quotation) ; to fewer still is the fruition 
granted. Too often the reaper is not the sower. Too often the fate of those 




who labor at tome object for the public good ia to tee tfaeir work paM 
into other handa, aiiil to have otheri gi-t lh« credit for enterprises irhich 
they have iuitiat«d and inade [MMible. It has not been bo with our friend, 
aud it lotenaifliM a thouiaodfold the [ileasure of this occasion to feel the lit- 
iiM*, ill evtrj way, of the f«lidtstion« which hare been offered to him. 

It la hard for me to iiK^ak of the valoe of libraries in terms which wontd 
not «e«m eiagg«:rat»d. Books have been my delight these thirty years, 
ajtd from them I have reonved iacaJcuUble benefits. To study the phe- 
nomena of dinuur without books i« to sail an uncharted sea, wbile to stndy 
hook* witliuut ptttivntu ia not to go to sen at all. Only a maker of books can 
apprticiale thu lalforn of uthen at their true value. Those of us who have 
brought forth fat volumiw ahnuld offer hecatombs at these shriiieB of Minerva 
Mt^ca. What nmuixunn, atienitnted offspring they would have been but 
(or till- palmtum furnislieil through the placental circolatiou of a library. 
How ufU;u can it In: said of us with tnith, "Dai bette wai er i$t verdaatt er 
Andtm!" 

For thv t«a<:her and the worker a great library such as this is indispeuBo- 
blc. They must know the world's buitt work aud know it at once. They 
mint and make current coin the ore so widely scattered in jounialB, transao 
tioni and monogra|)h«. The splendid collections which now exist in five or 
nix of our cities and the unique opjiortuuities of the Surgeon-General's 
Library have done much to give to American malicine it* tlioroughly eclectic 
character. 

Hut when one considers the unending making of books, who does not 
sigh for the happy days of that thrice happy Sir William Browne whose 
pocket library sufficed for his life's needs ; drawing from a Greek testa- 
ment Ilia divinity, from the upliorisms of Hippocrates bin medicine, and from 
an Elzevir Horace his good sense and vivacity. There should 1>e in connec- 
tion with every library a corps of instrut^tors in the art of reading, who would, 
as a labor of love, tench the young idea how to read. An old writer says 
lliat there ant four aiirts of renders: "Sponges which attract all without dJs- 
tiuguishlngi Howri^-gliuiBes which receive and powre out as fast; Bagges 
which only retain the drtiggcs oF tlie apieea and let the wine escape, and Sivea 
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which retaine the best onely." A man wastes a great many years before he 
reaches the ' sive ' stage. 

For the general practitioner a well-used library is one of the few correc- 
tives of the premature senility which is so apt to overtake him. Self-centred, 
self-taught, ho leads a solitary life, and unless his every-day experience U con- 
trolled by careful reading or by the attrition of a medical society it soon ceases 
to be of the slightest value and IjecomeB a mere accretion of isolated facts, 
without correlation. It is astonisbing witb bow little reading a doctor can 
practise medicine, but it is not astonishing bow badly be may do it. Not three 
months ago a physician livuig within an hour's ride of the Surgeon-General's 
Library brought his little girl, aged twelve, to me. The diagnosis of infantile 
myxedema required only half, a glance. In placid contentment he had been 
practising twenty years in " Sleepy Hollow " and not even when his own flesh 
and blood was touched did he rouse from an apathy deep as Rip Van Winkle's 
sleep. In reply to questions : No, he bad never seen anything in the journals 
about the thyroid gland; he had seen no pictures of cretinism or myxedema; 
in fact his mind was a blank on the whole subject. He had not been a reader, 
be said, but he was a practical man with very little time. I could not help 
thinking of Jotni Bunyan's remarks on the elements of success in the practice 
of medicine. "Physicians," he says, "get neither name nor fame by the 
pricking of wheals or the picking out thistles, or by laying of plaisters to the 
scratch of a pin ; every old woman can do this. But if they would have a 
name and a fame, if tbey will have it quickly, they must do some great and 
desperate cures. Let them fetch one to life that was dead, let them recover 
one to his wits that was mad, let them make one that was born blind to see, 
or let them give ripe wits to a fool — these are notable cures, and he that can 
do thus, if he doth thus first, he shall have the name and fame be deserves ; 
he may lie abed till noon," Had my doctor friend been a reader lie might 
have done a great and notable cure and even have given ripe wits to a fool! 
It is in utilizing the fresh knowledge of the journals that the young phyaitaan 
may attain quickly to the name and fame he desires. 

There is a third class of men iu the profession to whom books are dearer 
than to teachers or practitioners — a small, a silent band, but iu reality the 




leaven o! tlie whole lump. The profane call lliem bibliomaniacs, and in trulh 
lliey are at llmeK irresponsiblf and <lo not alwavs know the difference between 
mfum au<l tuum. In the presence of Dr. Billings or of Dr. Chadnick I dare 
not (urtiier ohuracterixe tliem. Loving books parUj for their contents, partly 
(or tlie Mak<i of the anthors, they not alone koep alive the sentiment of hiBlori- 
caI continuity in thr profession, but they are the men vrho make possible such 
([Htliflriiigs M ihf one we are enjoying this evening. We need more men of 
lliolr oloM, particularly in this country, where every one carries in hia pocket 
thti tajivinuiMuro of utility. Along ttro lines their work is valuable. By the 
hliilorl<uil nit>tho<l alone can many problems in medicine be approached profit- 
ttlily. Kor oiamplo, the student who dates his knowledge of tuberculosis from 
Ktwii way Imve a very correct, but he has a very incomplete, appreciation of 
UiD luliJoKl, Within a (juarter of a century our libraries will have certain 
HltKiyva ili'votpil to the historical consideration of the great diseases, which will 
Ijlvw lu [hf> «lud«iit that mental perspective which is so valuable an e(]uipment 
ill litis 'I'liK jiaxl U a good nurse, as Lowell remarks, particularly for the 
AuauUii|{i lit tlio fold. 



Unt III « ninni axoellent way these laudatoret temporit acti render a royal 
■urvitii. Kiir luioh unu of us today, as in Plato's time, there is a higher as 
Willi tu a liiwiT (Hlucation. The very marrow and fatness of books may not 
KUlHi^ lu mVd a iiiHii fmrn iHWoming a poor, mean.spirited devil, without a 
«pitil| of lino |ii'ii(«Mlonal fueling, and without a thought above the sordid 
iuuoa <>( I|m> ilay> Tht> men I ii])eak of keep alive in us an interest in the 
|[l'UHl Uitut i>( llio pRat and not alone in their works, which they cherish, bat in 
lliulr livuii which llipy «mulatn. They would remind us continually that in 
Uiti luMiitU tit iici iillipr |iri)(ouion is there to be found so large a number of 
lutin whii Imvu luiiiihliKMt InlcIlMitual pre-eminence with nobility of character. 
'fhlH kljfhtir iiili((uiliiiii 111 much needed today is not given in the schools, is not 
Ui Im liuuuht III thu niHrknt placid, Imt it has to he wrought out in each one of 
IK tiir lil)u«i|f i ll U lliu illnit influence of character ou character and in no 
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vay more potently th&n in the con temp I alio n of the lives of the great and 
good of the past, in no way more than in " the toucli divine of noble natures 



I should like to see in each library a select company of the Immortals set 
apart far special adoration. Each country might have its representatives in a 
sort of alcove of Fame, iii which the great mediral classics were gathered. 
Not necessarily books, more oftt?it the epoch-making contributions to be found 
in ephemeral journals. It is too early, perhaps, to make a selection of Ameri- 
can medical classics, but it might be worth while to gather suffrages ou the 
contributions which should go upon the Roll of Honor. I did a few years 
ago make out a Itjt of those 1 thought the most worthy to 1850, and it has a 
certain interest for us this evening. The native modesty of the Boston physi- 
cian is well known, but in certain circles there has always been associated 
with it a curious psychical phenomenon, a conviction of the utter worthless- 
ness of the ttaiut prmteni in New England, as compared with conditions 
existing elsewhere. There is a variety today of the Back Bay Brahmin who 
delights in cberishiDg the k>Iief that medically things are everywhere better 
than in Boston, and who is always ready to predict '' an Asiatic removal of 
candlesticks," to borrow a phrase from Cotton Mather. Strange indeed 
would it have been had not such a plastic profession as ours felt the influences 
which moulded New England into the intellectual centre of the New World, 
In reality, nowhere in the country has the profession been adorned more 
plentifully with men of culture and of character and, happily, not voluminous 
writers or exploiters of the product* of other men's brains — tUey would man- 
age to get a full share on the Roll of Fame which I have suggested. To 
1850, I have counted some twenty contributions of the first rank, contribu- 
tions which for one reason or another deserve to be called American medical 
classics. New England takes ten. But in medicine the men she has given to 
the other parts of the country have been better than books. Men like 
Nathan R, Smith, Austin Flint, Willard Parker, Alonzo Clark, Elisha Bart- 
Iftt, John C. Dalton and others carried away from their New England homes 
a love of truth, a love of learning and above all a proper estimate of the per- 
sonal character of the physician. 
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Dr. Johnson shrewdly remarked that ambition was usually proportionate 
to capacity, which is as true of a profession as it is of a man. What we have 
seen tonight reflects credit not less on your ambition than on your capacity. 
A library after all is a great catalyser, accelerating the nutrition and rate of 
progress in a profession, and I am sure you will find yourselves the better for 
the sacrifice you have made in securing this home for your books, this work- 
shop for your members. 



pRESiDKNT Chrever: Tlie librarian of the New York Public Library 
represeuta the largest collections of our land next to the Congressional Li- 
brary. Fortunate For us and for medicine tlint he has given Home of the best 
years of his life lo our interests, and that in the Snrgeon -General's Office and 
in tbe Army Museum aud Library he has indexed the medical u 




No doubt we have all heard "platform figureheads" — of advanced 
years and much expericuce — commeuce their remarks on occasions like this 
by saying that one of tbe privileges of old age is the perspective, restrospec- 
V which it gives of institutions, society and tbe world in general. I 
used to suppose that tins was au excuse for, and explanation of, the attitude 
of sage and prophet assumed by the speaker, and that he enjoyed solid c 
fort in giving advice ; but I am now beginning to appreciate how those old 
gentlemen really felt when they announeed this important discovery. Most 
of them, I think, did not feel as wise aa they looked, nor as certain and free 
from doubt as they did in their youth, but circuraatance compelled them to 
speak, aud this was a way to begin. 

jVb I look back to the ceremonies of opening the tlien new building for 
this library in Boylston Place in 1878, I find that of the speakers on that 
occasion, I am tiie only one now present. President Eliot is still very □ 
alive, although not here tonight ; but Holmes, Ellis, Lyman, Smith, Henry I. 
Bowditch and Justin Winsor have passed away, and tlieir biographies liave 
been written. Fortunately, the results of their work remain and are enlarg- 
ing, and one of tlieae results we have before us tonight. 

The medical prospect has changed somewhat within the last twenty-two 
years ; there is a new literature, a new pathology, a new surgery, and new 
names for some very old things, — ChriHtian Science, for example, — but the 
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old roamln liav<; not lost :ill interest, and the special value of the librarv is 
that it iUiuUiiUH both the old and the new. In his memorable address twenty- 
two yrarK a;;o, Dr. Ilolnit's rijj^htly insisted that a library like this must 
<;x(*n:iHo the; lar^eHt hoH])itality, but this applies to gifts rather than to pur- 
(^hiiHi'H. Th<'. fiindH for conducting a library, medical or other, are always 
inHiidirjfMit, and i\ui librarian, or library committee, must therefore exclude 
from th<) piirchaHt*/ listM many works which might be welcome additions if 
ohtainahh^ from oth<'r Hoiirces. The selection is sometimes difficult, and in 
making it, tln^ work of othtT reference libraries in the vicinity, such as the 
public library, tin; univi^rnity library, and some special libraries, must be 
conHid<T('d. Kven giftn muHt l)e scrutinizcMl with reference to available space, 
and to their relative, ntility in otht^r neighboring institutions. This library 
doeH not want a net of llniUMl Suites public documents, or of Massachusetts 
doeinnentM, although in each of th(^s(* series there are a few things which it 
Hhoiild Hee.iire. (!uriouK things may be found in public documents. How 
many of yon, I wonder, have ever hoard of Herkimer Sternberg, and his great 
niedieal dineovery, which in vaguely indicated in the following extract from 
hoeument No. IT* of the AHHeinbly of the Stiitc of New York, dated January 
ir>, I M.V.I, being a rejiort of the Committee on Medical Societies and Colleges, 
relative to the ))etition of Herkimer Sternberg for aid in publishing his manu- 
Neript of a propoHiMJ work. The (committee reports ^* that they have had under 
Iheh' H(*riouH eotiNideration the Hubject referre<] to thcrti and have become 
NatiNlled if ihi> prayer of the pi^titioner be granted, that the result of the 
Hehi'tne prnpoHfd by tJiiH llerkitn<>r Sternberg, if suc^;essful, will be the au- 
nihlliitiori of the UHMJiciil ])rofeHHion, and thus the five or six thousand doctors 
of our State will b<* turned out upon the cold charities of an unfeeling world; 
that it will ihtroduer the millenium Hev(*ral yeai*s before its proper advent 
in the regular order of buNiueNH ; thiit it will diHlocate every joint in the 
NyHl^'ni of till* moral univcrNc , . . and, therefore, the committee ask to be 
dlHeharged from itH further iMiuNidenition." 

In eitirH where there {m no nieijieal library, it is clearly the duty of the 
pubrur library to provide r.onie of the bent niedieal books and periodicals for 
the uNe of the phyhicinnN oi the eit\, mm well hh for the direct benefit of the 
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public. It, is however, a matter of common experience that some lav readers 
are rather injured than benefited by reading medicine, and that it is best to 
restrict the use of certain classes of medical books. It simplifies the problems 
of the librarian of the public library when he knows that there is in the 
city a special medical library available for the use of physicians, and that he 
need only obtain those books which, if not exactly suitable for public use, are 
not calculated to do much harm. lie will usually be glad to send to such a 
medical library the medical books of the eighteenth and most of the nineteenth 
century, old medical journals, miscellaneous medical pamphlets, theses, reports, 
etc., and to retain in the public library only those which have some interest in 
local history, or in other subjects besides medicine. 

There are certain duties and responsibilities which rest upon a few large 
reference libraries which do not pertain to the great majority 6f city public 
libraries. For example, the average city library should collect and preserve 
all the reports of hospitals in its own city as a matter of local history, but 
it should not waste time or energy over the reports of hospitals in other cities, 
but should send those that come in either to a mediciil library or to one of 
the great reference libraries of the country like the Boston Public, the New 
York Public, or the Congressional Library. These great libraries must 
collect and preserve such reports as a part of thoir collections relating to 
charities — private and public — an important branch of sociology, but they 
are only useful in this way when the collections are very large and permit 
of comparisons of methods and results from a wide area and for considerable 
periods of time. 

The field of medicine is very broad, and the special medical library 
might properly include not only general biology with its general subdivisions 
of morphology, physiology, psychology and anthropology, but also much 
of the literature of botany, zoology, chemistry, physics, municipal engineer- 
ing, building and other applied sciences — and in fact the great medical 
libraries of London, Paris, Berlin, St. Petersburg and Washington do include 
many of these subjects. But this requires more space and money than most 
medical libraries can afford to give, and hence it is usually best to leave most 
of these subjects to other special libraries. 



28 



KKMARIiS. 



Tlio ll(^)lartJU(>lU of Ural im]joilaiice in a libniry like this is that which 
ivnUint ita tiles of periixiicals, not only because they contain the original 
rccorit* from whiuh lexlliooks and monographs are made up, but they repre- 
sent l.liH (e<>Iln^, views and wants of the great mass of the profession, and 
nni l}i<' gff*l HOiirtvs (ur tlie medical Iiiatory of the nineteenth century. 
AtodioiTie In now tlic most eosniojiolitan and international of all the arts 
anil profcmiions, And this is largely due to itx periotliools. Moreover, its 
ptrtodicnl litoraturii is now more aci^essibie than that of any other profession 
bawuflof the indexes upun which Dr. Holmes so much insisted. All this 
llM been fully rocogiiircd by your librarian, and you are very rich in this 
(-law of litoratRre. Thanks to the efforts of the medical profession of 
Boston (aided by those of some otlier parts of the country), Congress was 
iulnoeil to order the printing of the Index Catalogue of the Washington 
C(iU«rtJon which was under consideration twenty-two years ago, and which I 
tlMtt thought might make sit volumes. This Index Catalogue is not yet 
■""M^. only twenty volumes liaving been published ; but it ean give con- 
■iiii ililii MiiployiiieDt to the bibliographical student even now, and has prob- 
bUj aided to tbe practical utility of this library, but perhaps not always to 
ib yiiifi )ojr and content of its reailers. 

ISw h^ that Uie physicians of Boston have another library besides this 
«■» U OPk lor, H shown by their aoiiun with regard to the Index Catalogue, 
■ «^4hk I inaiMii lo remind you of liecause the needs of your National 
Ihd^ laiirj an liable to be overlooke<l. Just now it is in urgent need 
^4MlnK fat in additions, tome of which are being stored in window sills 
.4tr^t,^t ^MK. «^h K bad for the books and for the readers. 

^^^^ ^ fcadt to provide thb shelving have been presented at the 
^^^g^ 4^^^ «t Oi^Rn. but received no attention. An estimate is 
^VMm- >^ MH^l CbiCtw ^ $9,0U0 to supply this shelving, and if the 
^^tal^M^Mk «M>wfltn«B sod senators hear from tlieir medical consti- 
^_^,^^ ^^ ^ ^ ^MBtr !■ which they are interested, there is no doubt 
■^,. .^ V'to**- T«c V^Ungton Medical Library now contains 136,000 
i^^^^^^tJMtHW MaaMm— deciiledly the largest and best library of 
^^^Mu^WMK-»^Bt<^^ to bo kept up to date in good shape. 
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When I tried to say Bomething on the occasion of the opening of this 
library in the Boylstou Place Building, I well remember that 1 wui; very 
macl) embarruB«ed and not a little afraid, and would have beeu very glad to 
have beeo merely a listener. 

On the present occasion, while I am in trouble to fiud the right words 
in which to express my thoughts and feelings, I am very glad indeed to liave 
the opportunity to congratulate you upon the result of the work of the Boston 
Medical Library Association during the last twenty-five years, and I do con- 
^atulnte you most heartily and sincerely. The collection of books, of por- 
traits, of medals, the building; in its plan, structure and furnishings, are all 
things of which you have good right to be proud, and with which you may 
rest eatistied for several weeks to come. 

As you all know, these results are largely due to the fact that one man 
having abundance of energy and public spirit, with much knowledge and an 
insatiable thirst for more, and with a fairly deflnitt idea of what he wanted, 
has been working incessantly for tlie last quarter of a century towards this 
end. I congratulate you upon your wisdom in letting him thus work, and 
in helping him to carry out this plan. His power for good lias not been 
limited to Boston, for by way of recreatioD be has devoted some of Ids time 
to stirring up and stimulating other librarians like myself, when he thought 
they needed it, or when he had some superfluous energy to dispose of, which 
was often. In this and other ways, he has given material and valuable assist- 
ance to other libraries, more than any of you are aware of, and it is not my 
personal affection for him, great as that is, but a sense of what is just and 
right, which leads me to say to you tliat, while the Boston Me<lic4il Library 
bus been his special pet, for which no trouble was too great to take, and no 
sacrifice too great to make, all otiier medical libraries in this country are 
more or less iiiilebted for their progress and prosperity to jour librarian, Dr. 
James R. ChaUwick. 



pRESiDRNT Cbeeter : The genial profeMor of therapeutics from PbQft- 
dolphia will now address as. He in also a profesaor of nervoos dbeaaea. tiut 
tie will omit that Iiranch on thia occasion. As representing the oldest medical 
centre iu America, and still among the most modern, I take especial pleasure 
ill tntroduuiDg him lo you. 



EEMAKK8 BY H. C. WOOD, M.D., LL.D., 



Oillrgi of Phfiic 



and Thrraprvtic4 



Mr. President and Gentlemen who Hi.Te assisted in thk crea- 
tion OF THE ItoaTON Medical Library. — It is with a high sense of the 
honor iwnferred upon me that I bring greetings and coDgratulations in this^ 
the opening of the tneutieth century, to you, the fruit of whose labors is 
seen in the substantial ediUce and the loadeil bookshelves which surronad 
US ; greetings and congratulations from the College of Physicians of Phila- 
delphia. 

In doing this I desire to express most warmly my appreciation of the 
great work which has been done largely through the efforU of a few men 
among you, and in a comparatively brief period. It may well be questioned 
whether so rapidly a successful effort has been equalled upon the American 
Continent, and I trust that it will be underslood that what I have to say 
in regard to the institution which I represent is said in no spirit of egotism, 
but simply as the effort of age. perhaps senile and garrulous, to read lessons 
to the young through its own experience. 

Tlie College of Physicians of Ptuladelpbia was born January 2, 1787, 
amidst surroundings most primitive, and has grown with the growth of 
Ameiicau civilization. That tlie founders of the college had very clear ideas 
as to the neoessity of a medical library for the increase of medical knowledge, 
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and for the perfection of medical units, is shown by the fact that during the 
first year of its existence the college discussed the subject, and a few weeks 
latery namely, on March 3, 1788, by the formal acceptance of the gift from 
Dr. John Morgan of 24 volumes, by the approval of a regular plan for a 
library, and by the appropriation of fifty pounds — Colonial — for the pur- 
chase of books, laid the foundation of that collection of medical books which 
ifl today the most valuable of its kind in the United States, save only the 
one in Washington belonging to the Federal Government In the library of 
the college at Philadelphia there are at present 61,359, or including dupli- 
cates, 65,499 volumes, besides unbound pamphlets ; there is also an especial 
fund of $50,000 for the purchase of new books. 

It has seemed to me, in thinking over what I know of the profession in 
Boston, that possibly it might be well for the association of physicians which 
has been successful in the creation of tlie library about us to widen the scope 
of its operations, and thereby do great good and indirectly assist the library 
itselL So far as can be seen, if the founders of the College of Physicians 
had made the creation of the library their sole object, the library would have 
soon perished as one bom out of due time. It has been tlie cohesive in- 
fluence of aims other than those purely scholastic which has bound together 
successive generations of medical practitioners in Philadelphia so firmly as to 
make possible the gathering together of medical books ; an object which was 
perhaps secondary in the minds of the founders, and besides which in their 
acts iJB clearly foreshadowed a threefold intent. 

Plainly first among the results which it was hoped to attain was by foster- 
ing intercourse amongst fellows of the college to increase that personal friend- 
ship and amity which restrains far more powerfully tendencies to professional 
jealousy and undue rivalry than can any written law of ethics or any incul- 
cation of precepts of professional conduct even during the educational period 
of life ; the result has been that there are few members of the college who 
do not value the friendship/'and esteem of their fellows as their choicest posses- 
sions, and that the relations between members of the profession in Philadel- 
phia are among the most perfect in the world. 

The second object, for the attainment of which the college was seemingly 
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or<;iini/(Hl, was for the stimulatioii iu its members of professional zeal in study 
uikI ill doing wliiit tlu^y could for the eulargemeDt of the boundaries of medical 
kiiowltMlgn. Kv<*u if time allowed, it would be scarcely becoming in me to 
show liow Hurcrssful tlie years have been in this respect, nor jet is it needful; 
tin; history of medicine in Philadelphia must be sufficiently known to you. to 
nu'ogni/o that in no other centre in the United States have there been more 
mm of national or internatiomd fame, or more success either in actoally 
increasing knowledge or in preparing it as brain food for the rank and file 
of th(^ profession. 

Tho thinl inU'nt, which was early manifested in the acts of the college, 
was to aiford a body of physiciatis, the conjoint local reputation of whose 
mcmlMM's would Ixi suflicient to give overwhelming weight to any deliberate 
(expression of o])inion made by the assembly upon matters medical in which 
the general public was concerned. 

A f(^w months after the foundation of the library, namely, in April, 
17K'.), the intluenee of the colh^ge was first brought to bear upon the public 
authorities. The old records show tliat at the time there was a widespread 
epi<lemi(; of influenza in Philadt^lphia ; that the President of the United 
Stati's wjis to visit the city on his way from Mt. Vernon to New York, where 
h(^ was to be. inaugurated ; and that among otlier ceremonies a general illumi- 
nation was propos(^d ; hut that on the representation of the college that the 
late night exposure in t\u*. month of April would undoubtedly increase the 
numlMT of victims of t\u\ prevailing disease, the proposed illumination was 
abandoned. The action of the college and its results may after all have been 
matters of no great importance, but they were drifting straws, showing the 
set of the current of public opinion ; a current wliich later in the same year 
led the Legislature of Pennsylvania to formally apply to the college for 
assistance in the (>mendation of the State laws for the prevention of the 
introduction of infectious diseases. 

To make further citations of similar instances of correlation between the 
C\)llege of Physicians and the governmental authorities of the State or of 
the city would recpiire simply a going over the records of the history of the 
college, but 1 have been sternly warned not to overpass ten minutes of time, 



80 I forbear; only colling attention to tlie fact that tlie College of Phyaiciana 
haa frequently taken part in governmenial procedures, antt tliat the degree of 
attentiveness of the governmental ear to its voice has UBually been a fair 
measare of the wisilom and the honesty of the governmental brain. Aa 
politics in the modern sense of the word hai4 grown among us to be more and 
more of a special business, so has the governmental ear been dulled ; as city 
ur State governments have risen or ebbed in the standard of their purity, so 
have the admouitiona of the college been listened to or neglected ; and usually 
lias the community reaped the reward or paid the penalty for such action, 
since in most cases the decisions of the college have been correct. 

Such, gentlemen, is the brief lesson which I would read to you from the 
long and successful history of the College of Physicians of Philadelphia ; 
led by it, I venture to urge that for the continuing success of your library, 
for the internal benelit of the profession in Boston, for the advancement of 
medical knowledge within your bounds, for the general good of the commututy 
in which you dwell, the association should broaden its scope, so that it should 
become not simply a library association but a veritable collegium, whose 
fellows pass through life hand in hand, in all Bdelity inciting eaoli other to 
good works. 

May I further add tiiat the history of the Philadelphia College indicates 
that in such broadening certain matters must he attended to. It seems to be 
primarily essential that all school fellowships and affiliations be laid aside in 
the membership. Alumni associations are well, but they have here no place. 
The graduate of Harvard must for the time being forget his Alma Mater 
in a wider brotherhood, so that whether a man be a Boston graduate or come 
from the far-off University of Tokyo, or from the school of GSttingen, he 
shall be equally nvailable for membership in the association and for honors 
in its body politic. On the other hand, almost equally essential is it that no 
attempt be made to interfere with what may be considered the normal political 
aggregation of physicians in the United States, namely, the county medical 
societies, growing upward to the State societies, and tlien to the general 
association in the United States. In the county medical socieUes every legal- 
i physician, who is willing to be honest and upright in his profession. 



34 BEMABKS. 

should have the right to take part, but in the proposed organization the 
standard of membership should be higher ; so that membership in the associa- 
tion should be looked upon as an honor, because it stands not only for high 
professional purity an<i ethicality, but also for high professional zeal and 
culture. It is given to but few to be professional leaders, but many can be 
honest medical gentlemen, highly cultured students, and thoroughly con- 
sciiMitious physicians ; of such and of such only should be the membership in 
the suggeste<l College of Physicians of Boston. 
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President Ciieeveb: It is a good omen for as that a doctor of med- 
icine is even a temporary ruler of Harvard University. Medicine and our 
Medical Library are well represented in the corporation. But in the acting 
president we have a conspicuous example of sanitary, professional and execu- 
tive ability. 

REMARKS BY HENRY P. WALCOTT, M.D., 

Acting President qf Harvard University, 

The opening of a library devoted to the general purposes of literature, 
history and art would compel the representative of a great teaching body to 
say something about the appeal which such collections make to the cultivated 
and intelligent members of the community. We cannot, however, say that 
this collection of books will ever appeal to us in the higher sense in which 
the masters of literature have swayed their worlds. 

You shall find no author here wlio has made a figment of his imagina- 
tion as real as an actual personage of history. 

The diseases of the human race, and I may add, too, those of the 
domesticated animals, have an interest that needs no play of the imagination 
and not even the graces of style. The description, however, must have scien- 
tific accuracy, and that implies competent authority. 

We read in vain the matchless pages of Thucydides to discover the 
real nature of the plague at Athens ; the great historian could not adequately 
describe a disease which he not only saw, but from which he had himself 
suffered. Our pious ancestors resolved that " good learning should not perish 
from among us,** and so founded the schools at Cambridge. The first sub- 
stantial help was given by John Harvard, but little less precious than his be- 
quest in money was the legacy of his l)ooks. It is well, then, that we 
should here cherish books, aiul it may be interesting to consider for a mo- 
ment how Harvard College has used its libraries. 
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In my own college days the librarians were little more than watch dogs 
of the collections under their charge. Beyond the volumes of Reis's Cyclo- 
patdia, the? North American Review and some of the English quarterlies, stu- 
dontH were rarely allowed access to the actual presence of the books ; twice a 
week we were allowe<l to take out books for use in our rooms. The result was 
that the faithful officers turned over to their succt»ssors the unused and well 
preserved conUtnts of the shelves. A genemtiou has passed away and I can 
now read in the latest report of the college librarian this statement : 

** The numl>er of lM>oks but continues to increase at a fairlv steadv rate. 
IJorrowing has doubtless Ixten encouraged by the large number of attractive 
books, Itoth old and new, that are constantly kept on open shelves in the 
deUv»»ry room, where every one who comes into the library is tempte<l to 
liHik them over." 

The whole nurnlH*r of students in Cambridge is 3,151 : numlwr taking 

\HH>ks, 2,488. The collection is open both daytime and evening through the 

wtvk and also on the afternoon of Sunday. The University Library is credited 

with the possession of 548,000 Iwoks ; of these, however, only 379,000 are de- 

|H«siu^l iu the general collection in (J rove Hall. The rest are in the various 

«lo}«rimeuts and lalwratory libraries ; the Law School has 50,000 volumes; 

tKr MuM^um of ZiHilogy, 34,000; the Divinity School, 30,000; the Astro- 

ttiMiucdil l>Wrvatory, IKOOO; the Gray Herbarium, 7,500, and hist, and in this 

c**f* It^U the MtHlical School is said to havt^ 2,240. 

IWvond this system of department libraries there is another and more 
r\i;-,^>ix<^ *v*tem of lalwratorv and classroom libraries, twenty-four in numl>er, 
varxm^: m'«.e (wm the Library of History, Political Economy and Sociology 
ot i.:»00 v^^lutiH^dowu to the Pn^achers' Library in Wadsworth House of less 

t)ml\ 1\>0 VftltttlKHl, r .1 ^r J- 

1 v^ -.^•L.« the strikin*' fact is the absolute poverty of the Medi- 

)\V 
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The explanation of this seeming lack of care on the part of the univer- 
sity for her Medical School, in which she takes a just pride, is undoubtedly to 
be found in the fact that the resources of this library have been most freely 
given to the teachers and students of the school. The authorities of the uni- 
versity may well consider whether some equitable arrangement may not be 
.possible for giving to the library an equivalent for the valuable and necessary 
assistance so freely and generously bestowed. 
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involved in any mere literary research as to facts no one can imagine 
today. - A great library of medicine is truly a labor-saving machine, and over 
your library and over its new home you should rejoice because a great 
library, well managed, practically lengthens life by saving time. 

My thin thread of New England blood seems to be tingling with friendly 
pride as I reflect on what the profession has here accomplished. I send 
you my greeting from the city I love best to that I love next best, and wish 
you all, and the newly instituted library, long, useful and honored days. 

As I pause to assure you how truly I am yours I am conscious that 
I really have more and better things to say ; but as like as not others will 
have said them, and I leave therefore to the eloquence of suggestive imagi- 
nation all the fine things which I am tempted to say and will not. 

Believe me, my dear Chadwick, always and in all ways. 

Your friend, 

S. Weir Mitchell. 



EDITORIAL. 



THE BOSTON MEDICAL LIBRARY.i 

The formal opening of the new building of the Boston Medical Library 
which took place Saturday evening, Jannary 12th, was an event the full sig- 
niticance of which we are as yet not fully able to appreciate. Boston has for 
many years struggled to maintain a creditable library in a building which had 
become wholly inadequate and in a situation whose character had so changed 
as to justify its being not inaptly described by one of the speakers of the 
evening as a "diverticulum of hidden dangers, a Bohemian midway pleasanoe." 
To be suddenly transferred from this unfortunate position to its present loca- 
tion on one of the city's most attractive streets, commanding a view of excep- 
tional beauty, is a transformation which the most sanguine believer in the 
fitness of things could contemplate only with satisfaction tampered by sur- 
prise. How this was accomplished was told in detail at the exercises attend- 
ing the opening of the new building, the full report of which is given in other 
columns of this issue. We will ouly emphasize h^re the good fortune of the 
building committee in being able to command the devoted services of a me 
cal colleague. Dr. Farrar Cobb, with large experience in the details of the I 
construction of bui]<lings for medical institutions ; he, in great measure, 
wrought the miracle of providing an architectural product at less than esti- 
mated cost. 

As was to be expected, the attendance at these exercises was large and 
representative ; it is perhaps more worthy of comment that the various 
Bildresses and remarks made by the chosen speakers were most admirably 
suiiad to tlie occasion, and did not once lapse into the commonplace. They 

I Editorial trom the Boitoa Medical and SurslcBl Jouraiil, JkuanrT IT. I9DI. 
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were throughout dignified, at times humorous, but never tiresome. Dr. 
Wood, of Philadelphia, was the only absentee, but we have fortunately not 
thereby lost his address. The exercises were held in the large upper hall, as 
yet unfinished ; its bare walls and girders were a mute but eloquent appeal to 
the assembled audience to provide at no distant time for the proper adorn- 
ment of this important room, for which the modest sum of $5,000 is required. 

In striking contrast to this commodious but as yet incomplete hall is the 
main reading room, which is to be known as Holmes Hall, in honor of the 
steadfast friend and first president of the library. No doubt many deserve 
the credit for this room, but to whomsoever credit is due, there can be no 
question that it is a success from every point of view. Dr. Holmes is evi- 
dently the presiding genius, for his portrait looks down from one end and his 
bust from the other, while everywhere are further reminders of Boston's 
literary doctor — many of them due to the fostering foresight of Dr. Chad- 
wiok. It was hard to believe that this room had not been in use for years, so 
assiduously had its shelves been filled with books, and its various decorations 
completed. The recently acquired collection of medical medals presented by 
Dr. Storer will when finally in place afford a unique object of interest to 
Holmes Hall. 

The skilful arrangement of tlie smaller rooms to be used for various pur- 
poses connected with the library — among them Sprague Hall, for the smaller 
meetings of medical societies — reflects equal credit upon the designers of the 
building. It is, in fact, hard to see how the most ambitious among us could 
demand a more elaborate and complete receptacle for our books and medical 
treasures of all sorts, or a more satisfactory literary workshop. Even Dr. 
Billings, who knows whereof he speaks, comforted uh with the assurance that 
we " may rest satisfied for several weeks to c(im(».*' 

True as all this is, and justifiable as are self-congratulations at this time 
on what has been so succoHsfuUy aecomplisluMl, the fact nmst not for a moment 
be lost sight of that much morn remains to be done ; that with new privileges 
come new responsibilities of a very deliniti! sort. The library must be sup- 
ported as never Inifore ; it must continually have new books, and widen its 
scope of usefulness in (ivvry poHgibh^ direction. To this end a renewed inter- 
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vi%i -«%««vit V ^x^ m its affairs by every one, whether remotely or intimately 
sVi«*twyvN^ >fct^h lU an interest which, no doubt, the new building will do much 

K ?^(^:^!X^t4\>w in Uiis line was made both by Dr. Wood, speaking for the 
VViVj0^ hNST l*h\^ioians of Philadelphia, and by Dr. Chad wick. Librarian of the 
¥i^w^^^ Ki\^r*r\\ Uotli of these gentlemen urged the desirability of widening 
tW v,\s^v ^\f I ho Hbniry with the view of establishing ultimately an association 
vvt Y^^'^Utt:^, wlu>so voice would have weight in other matters than those per- 
*A>^^nj5: mort^ly to l>ooks. This means a very distinct expansion over the 
wr^vii^AUon whicli at present exists. Dr. Chadwick urged that the library 
>^^t\xvfx\rth invito men working in allied fields to form a part of the proposed 
Ur^^r ai^sociation, which then might properly assume the name and the obliga- 
th>«!i of an acjulomy. The library should thereby become the real centre of 
tho nuHiicul activity of the entire State, or we might go still further and say, 
M Now Knglaiid. It is clear, as Dr. Chadwick said, that the subject is a 
Urgo ono, ilonianding careful consideration and active enthusiasm before such 
a g\»noral plan may become an accomplished fact. In the meantime it be- 
!u>ovo» us to recognize our new responsibilities and by all ways in our power 
to enhance the usefulness of the library merely as a library, and also by 
broadoning the present organization lay at least the foundation of an institu- 
tion which shall represent the widest medical interests. We are confident 
that such a consummation is both possible and desirable. 
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